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Paul Almeida, Social Movements: The Structure of Collective Mobilization. University of California Press (2019), 224 pages,
$32.53 (paperback).
This book is a welcome addition to the academic resources
available in social work education, specifically communitybased social work. This work modernizes the traditional organizing approaches exemplified by experts such as Freire,
Alinsky, Kretzman, and McKnight with a reinforcement of the
technological and communication advances that characterize
social movements within the global society. The author provides conceptual operationalization and application of social
movements, contributing a theoretical base to existing knowledge
to help explain how collective action emerges in various settings
and eras.
Almeida provides an overview of how and why people
organize together in large-scale social movements, along with
defining what constitutes a social movement, the associated
classification scheme, and methods of rigorous research. Examples of social movements discussed here include big data
document protests, women’s marches in the anti-Trump
resistance, the immigrant rights movement, and global protests
against unjust economic policies in order to protect social
citizenship rights and economic inequality. The author dives
deeply into how shared interests, organizational structure,
and group identity shape formation and emergence of social
movements, and explores how social movements diffuse
geographically. This book also examines the characterization
of social movements as being collective and sustained over
time, with participants traditionally motivated by a persistent
exclusion from power.
The author thoroughly discusses research methods, theory,
movement emergence, framing, participation, outcomes, and
levels and examples of collective action. Using this methodical
and systematic approach to cultivate deeper understanding
with examples, the author employs clear writing that is easily
understood with immediate application. The book includes
several chapters essential for orienting social work students
and those from other helping professions to the importance
and structure of social movements. In particular, the chapter
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on framing brings together the micro perspective on beliefs, the
understanding of the opportunities and threats that support
the emergence of social movements, and the resources that
contribute to the infrastructure. Almeida examines successful
social movements to identify organizing strategies, tactics,
cultural deposits, and influences on society and value systems
within the current neoliberal climate. As becomes clear, culture
influences how organizers critically interpret conditions,
opportunities, and threats within social movements as part of
the framing process, impacting the emergence and outcomes of
social movements.
The author connects potential social movement outcomes
with the ensuing impact on individuals, government,
organizations, culture, and greater society. This connection
stresses the importance of explicitly identifying the goal of the
social movement, the benefits for the population represented by
the social movement, the prevention of worsening conditions
associated with the threats, and/or the removal of social
citizenship benefits. These skills suggest that organizers benefit
from a deep reading of cultural influences, which this reviewer
sees as connected with the social work skills of interpersonal
and social empathy, developing a growing acknowledgement
and understanding of widespread historical oppression and
discrimination that can lead to engagement in social action in
the form of social movements.
Social movements may result in the unity of people, political impact and pressure, attention to issues of structural
oppression and inequality, mass communication and resource
mobilization, and sustained deep societal changes. The impact
of social movements on culture includes shifts in societal beliefs
and individuals’ camaraderie, shared collective identity, and
personal efficacy. A strength of this book is the inclusion of a
reference to the dark side of right-wing mobilization and power
devaluation both in the United States and other countries. The
author identifies new directions in social movements, including
social network analysis, geographic information system data,
and big data, as well as modern communication technological
considerations, such as email, mobile phone prevalence, websites, and translations.
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This book will be useful to advocates, policy makers,
and scholars due to the combination of community practice
examples and research methods with historical and academic
application while encouraging further research. There is a
social work orientation in the combination of the discussion of
micro motivation with the macro implications. The strengths
of this book include the incorporation of the historic and
current literature throughout the chapters to anchor this work
to the greater body of knowledge. The author is successful in
communicating justification for further research on advances in
social media, survey methods, computer analysis, assessment,
and measurement to strengthen an empirical research base and
advance knowledge in this area.
Melanie Reyes
Arizona State University

David Scott FitzGerald, Refuge Beyond Reach: How Rich Democracies
Repel Asylum Seekers. Oxford University Press (2019), 373 pages,
$34.95 (hardcover).
David Scott FitzGerald’s recent book is a work so topical
it may well become outdated nearly immediately, a fact that
only serves to underscore its relevance to modern international
practices. Just as likely to cite early 20th century documents as it
is to cite Trump’s recent twitter posts, Refuge Beyond Reach traces
the history of an increasingly important development right up
to the point of publication. As the title implies, the work is about
the vast, interconnected, and semi-legal system that the Global
North has created to repel refugees of the Global South.
In the 20th century, the concept of non-refoulement became
a very strong norm by means of international treaty within
the majority of the world’s countries. Non-refoulement is the
legal principle that a country may not send back a refugee to
their point of origin once within the country’s borders (refugees
are distinguished from other migrants as people who are
internationally displaced because their human rights have been
threatened). While ostensibly a positive humanitarian principle,
this has the unintended consequence that wealthy Western

